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Tho year 1857 has just passed away into the domain of 
history. The staango and teruble even.s of that year— 
evonts which have engrossed the attention and excited 
the sympathy of every civilized nation on the earth, be- 
long now to tho past and will be .ecorded by the futue 
historian of India for the warning and instruction of 
human Goyo.nments to tho end of time Lenceloth 
to the latest goneration, the yon now departed will be re- 
ferred to as “the year of the Sepoy Mutiny” 

The opening of that yonr was to the cyes of fimte 
mortals cheoring and auspisions “Gran visaged ‘var 
had smoothed his wiinkled fiont” The sword diawn 
on the plains of Plassey had beon sheathed on the banks 
of the Irawaddy ‘Tho signs of the times indicated the 
ontiance of the Empno on a period of profound repose. 
‘Tranquility cigned thoughout the land Tho natival 
mmy was rogarded as loyal and true, the non-military 
classos woro gratefully attachod to British inlo, ng 
enomy menaced that rule fiom beyond the fiontiérs gnq 
our sovereign Queon was the “mistress of tho Seas” ‘ing 
Tiionds of India thought the timo had come when iy 
would be proved upon the grandest seale that Peace hath 
hor victories no loss than War—a long series of un- 
stained triumphs was anticipated by the advocates of 
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human progress The foundations woro thought to bo 
aloady laid for new and improvod systoms of Law and 
Justico, Education and Matorial Novelopment 

Alas! for tho hopes and asypivions thon cherished 

A “cl ango has como ova tho spin of om dream” [n 
the hour of faneiod socmuty, ab the very point of timo 
from whiel wo looked forwad to a billiant and blood. 
loss caicor of victoios over moral, social and political 
evils, wo had in our midst, evon among thoso whom wo 
1ecognisod as tho guardians of ow peace, our property 
and our lives, foos moro toritblo, n01¢ ervel, and more 
unolenting than our fons had suticipated in tho dakost 
day of advasily and dangor. 
/ About cight months ago the Sopoy Mutiny broke out 
hike a hurricane, uprooting all tho land-maiks of ci- 
vilization, wd wafting misery and desolation though 
thetength aid breadth of my fathorland, Its fist alarm. 
ing nov was sounded nom the anciony eapival of Bengal, 
on the 18th Tobruary last, by tho 19th Regimont N I 
refusing point blank to r.ceoive tho giecased Catridges 
about to bo served to thom, It hag since swollod into a 
Military Rebollion, 

Its progress has boon marked by atrocitios unsurpassed 
ain tho rocords of crime Tt has beon steamed by murdois 
agtended with every imaginablo ciroumstanco of aggia- 
gion and extending to holploss and unoffonding womon 
Mol\children. 16 has swopt away somo oxisting systoms 
ss will altor the koy-stone of others. It has shakon the 
tole fabric of Native as wollas of European socioty. It is 
“wow the absorbing subject of conversation not only in the 
Tiawing-Rcoms of Chowiingheo and Gaiden-Reach but 
in the Boitakhanas of Simla and Soba-bazar. At a time 
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of unoxampled agitation like this when the most tremen- 
dous storm 18 sweeping over us when the difficulties 
whieh sunound the Government ae formidable and cal- 
culated to task its utmost energies —when 16 behoves 
every loyal subject to rally round that Government, and 
assist 1b with heart and hand, certain Europeans have 
banded together to hamper its action, and vilify its views, 
to ery down its native subjects as ickols and to preach - 
against thom prompt, sanguinary and indiscriminate 
vengeance, They have forwaided a petitionto Paha 
ment complaining of the weakness of Government and 
its mcompetenay to deal with the present crisis, 1epre- 
senting tho Asiatics as incapable of being governed by 
moral influenco and praying for the removal of the Govern- 
ment from the East India Company and the substitution 
in rts stead of the divect governmentof the Quecn They 
have cartied their complaints to the foot of the thione, 
impeached the pohcy of Lord Cannmg and prayed for 
his removal as the responsible hoad of an administra- 
tion which has refused to concede tc thoir wishes and 
comply with their demands. Thoy have organized a 
loague and put forth a manifesto which is an ocho of 
their petitions 

The po ition to Parliament rightfully commences with 
an expression of tho anxioty of the petitionors for the 
condition and futmo prospects of Iadia. The present 
coudition of our country is deeply to be deplored and 
calculated to awaken the sympathies of all residing 
within, the limits of oivilization. The revolt has not 
only occasioned incaleulable injuy, but if not soon ar- 
rested, as it will surely be, may put back the country for a 
quaxtor of a century. But it is an ill wind that blows no 
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body any good. The almighty and benoficont Architect 
of the wiiverse 14 evar ‘fiom scoming evil stall oduem~e 
good” Tbobeve that in tho inserutablo cowie of Lis 
providence, oven national calamit oh aro ronderod sub- 
soivient to national good T bi lioyo that however gloomy 
may bo the aspoet of aflans now light is blooming in the 
distanea I behevo that tho cloudy Tiesont is proanant 
with the elomonts of ybught Vato I have smth in 
tho immonsity and olas icity of tho resources of my 
couniy Iam very much mistaken if tho revolt doos 
not provoko a most searching and onlightonod discussion 
mto the causes of this gigantic evil and ulfim itely Jead 
to a scientific and dolibo ato reconstinction of tho whole 
Tudreial, Fiseal and Political systoms. ‘Thoro is therefore 
no causo for despair. 
+e Tho potilion noxt states that “ the nativo boliof in the 
prestige of British power has beon dostroyod and whore 
tho Asiatic has no diead of physical forco hoe has no 
respect fo. mort influence.” ‘This is not truco, Tho 
nativo behof im tho prostigo of Baitish power has takon 
deop 2006 and is not so gasily oxtixpated as tho poti- 
tionors would for their interested onds fuin inako their 
countrymen in Lngland believe 
/ 7 Tho insuirection is owentially » Military Tnstiiection. 
It is tho rovolt of a lac of sopoys educated in tho school 
of European warfae and amply supplied with all the 
“means and appliances” of European invention It has 
_ nothing of the populm element in it, It is not the 
result of any mis-govenmont ‘I'hose who beliove it lo 
be such betiay their entne ignoianco of the genius of 
my countrymen ‘Tho proportion of those who havo 
joined the rebels sinks into nothingness whon compared 
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with those whoso sympathies me enlisted with tho 
Government While the forme: may be counted by 
thousands, the lattor may bo counted by millions Tt 
is notorious that the imsurrection was not actively parti- 
cipated in by a majority or oven by a considaablo 
potion of tho population Tho people of the oldest, 
richest, and mos ontightened provi ico, viz Bengal, tho 
people of the Presidencics of Bombay and Madhas, the 
people of the recently acquired tetoy of the Pun- 
jaub did not only not fiaternize with tho rebels, but 
the bottor and higher oiders of them sincerely sym- 
pathiso with the Govoinment, and view with honor 
and rogrot the crimes committed by those wretches, be- 
cause thoy are crimes not merely lovellod against English 
domination but inimical to civilization,—cumes subyer- 
sive of all progress crimos which havo been justly 
dosaribod by the Mimister of the United States to “con 
Stitute th tis porpetrators what puates aro, whee canni- 
bals in Ube Peyec Islands ae, enemies of the humanzace 
and moriting ngt ftom one nation, not from ono people, 
bul from tho whole of the human race, summary and 
poromphory extirpation.” 

Tho #anks of the robels havo boen swolled not by the 
people At largo but by berated Kardies and tho Bud- 
mashes \nho infost ovory laigo town With some oxeop- 
tions which I can count on my fingers, tho nativos of this 
Prosideney havo not only remained firm in their allegi 
anco, bit have accorded valuable support to the anthori- 
ties tq say therefore that thein beliof in tho prestige 
of British Power has boon destioyed, is simply absurd. 
For ingtanco, not a single native zemindar, merchant 
or offiyial of Bengal Proper shaes in that bohef, but 







( ©) 
is on tho conimy propavad to stake Lis ul on the 
papotu rier of the Bitish Supion wy Toy know and 
fect that thou present im orests uid Ju te prospeels we 
bound up with the re os ablishment of that supromacy, 
on a fi ner and more seem basis, Lun froo to confess 
tl at tho nuives, wih somo splendid oxcoptions, h we not 
altorded that amount of aid in tho supprossion of the 
mutinios which it was incumbent on thom to do. Tho 
unwarhke and lethugio habits of a portion of thom in- 
capacitated them fiem rondoring that miliary sorvieo 
which would have been most accoptablo at this cusis 
‘But thoy know and fool that it 1s both thoir duty and 
interost to stack to that country which has done so much 
to advance thon own Porsonal seivices ab porsonal 
sreufices, and most liboal contaibutions in money and 
goods havo been unhesitatingly and cheorfully rendered 
by many of thom T cnn point Lo many individual ox- 
amples of loyal y and davotian, whieh would co, @lusivaly 
show that the sympathies of ow cowntrynion aro} entirely 
with ou 1wors a sympathy not loss doop but dxlubited 
in a subs anual mannor To say therefore that whao 
the Asiatic has no dread of physical force, ho has no 
respect for moral influence,” 18 to do gross injubstico to 
him Tho assortion 1s @ libel on tho onaliost civilijeed por- 
tion of mankind It is contracheted by tho past] history 
fof British India What buttho benoficont moral inf {hionco 
of tho English aulois could hold one hundiod afd fifty 
millions of natives in subjection to a handful of foipigners 
‘Lo suppose British bayoncts hayo retuned Briish India 
is amply absmd. All tho statesmon who havjo ruled 
India, hved in India, or studied India, have unanimously 
and emphatically repudiated tho doctrine of qphysical 
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force, and distinctly recognized the doctrine of moial 
foice So ealy as 1798, the illustiious Coinwallis pro- 
nouncod his deliboiate opinion that “we may be theiefore 
asstiod that the happiness of the people, and the pros- 
perity of the country is the firmest basis on which we 
cnn build ow political seewity When the landholders 
find thomselves in the possession of profitable estates, 
the merchants and manufacturers in the enjoyment of a 
lucrative commoree, and all desciiptions of people pro- 
tected in the oxercise of then religion, both the numer 
ous raco of the long oppressd Lindoos, and their 
oppressors tho Mahomedans, will equally deprecate the 
change of a Government under which they have acquired, 
and undor which they alone can hope, to enjoy those 
inestimablo advantagos” How signally have these bene- 
ficent, anticipations been realized? ‘Twenty yems ago 
Lord William Bontinck said, thet “India must In 
goveined for hor own sako and not for the sake of the 
800 or 1,000 individuals who go thao to make their 
fortune” Again, the Right Hon’ble Benjamin D’Isracli 
ridiculed in his memorable speech on the mutiny the 
idea of governing Biitish India by British soldieis. 
“You mught,” sad he, “as woll govorn India by 
the Ilouso of Commons” Co Sykes has declared 
that “it is physically impossible that our islands, with 
their population of 28 millions, can afford a porennil 
supply of troops to keop in subjection 181 mil- 
lions of poople, dispersed over an area of 14,660,576 
square mulus, Murvover, Euopeun troops cannot bear 
the exposure to which native toops are ceaselessly 
subjectod on detached duties Jn 1espeot to the atro- 
citios which havo eacited just indignation and disgust 
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of Ingland, and indood of Emopo, I would hopo and 
believo that thoy wall be, with few oxceptions, traconhlo 
to tho £1,000 felons miscroants who have boon roleased 
fiom the diflment Juls” At a mooting recontly held 
at Derby, tho ul of Hmrington pud an oloquont 
and woll merited tibuto to the Governmont of this 
countiy, and to the gonoal aflection and allegianco of 
the Lundoos Ls Loidship justly doprocated tho fashion 
of tho presont day, to r0for all misfortunos that had 
oceuncd to Lhe Last Indix Company, and said “theo 
had boon v giont cly m this country, particularly by the 
Pioss ospeaially tho Treo Pioss im India, who woo 
making use of arguments against tho civilization and 
enlightenme it of tho peoplo of India, But had thoy 
not one hundred and fifty millions of people to govern 
in that country, and ought they not to rulo thom with 
the same hbaal spirit and with tho samo justico as thoy 
did in vhoin colonies, oug it it nov to bo a Govermmory 
by opinion and nob by tho bayonol? It was by the m- 
fluonce of opinion and tho onlightened spirit of tho 
country that wo ought to govern, What was tho rebel. 
hon? It was a mutiny of tho Bongal Army unpartici- 
pated. in by tho pooplo aud oven by the amics gonaally 
of tho Prosidencies of Bombay and Madias ‘The poople 
zemained loyal Lo tho mother county and in many ersos 
had protectcd Englishmon at tho isk of thon own 
lives Let them only continuo in a course of civilizod 
pohey and 410 sunboams of liboty and progioss would 
ulumately shine and hiuetily over tho wholo of India 
This countiy could not govern Butish Judia as the 
Crar did the people of Russia, simply bocanso to a great 
extent the people of India had alroady boon enhghtoned. 
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Tt was not in the power of the British Nation Tt was 
not in tho power of the mighty Press which almost 
goveinod this country. It was notin the power of the 
Imperial Parliamont to bimg tho peoplo of India back 
from a state of comparative moral enlightenment to a 
state of abject babarism” It is 1cheshing to peiuse 
these liboial sontiments at the prosent conjuncture when 
the ey of mompt, bloody and blind vengeance has been 
rused by a portion of the English Piess and that class 
of men of whoso sentimonts it 1s tho oxponent, viz the 
advonturer class. Livery unprejudiced poison who has 
marked its tono will havo been scandalized at it It has 
bienthod any thing but that spirit of universal love and 
charity which is inculeated in the roligion professed by 
those who have adopted it The Murkara Newspaper 
especially has advocated a most suicidal and diabolical 
policy’ The Lditors of that and some othe papers have 
not been content with denunciations against the rebels 
They havo levellod the most insulting libels on the en- 
tiie Native Comynunity calculated to alienate tho allegi- 
ance of the vacillating and weak-minded. They would 
pour in Emopoan troops, abolish the native army, con~ 
found tho loyal with the disloyal portion of tho native 
population, deal out prompt and mdiserirtinate punish- 
ments, deny the natives all sharo in the administration 
of their Country, deprive shad of all situations of trust 
and omolumont, appoint Barristors fresh from the Inns 
of Courw to the Judgeships wud Mugstiateships of Mo- 
fugsil tribunals, and Luropean Sorjonnts to Darogahships, 
Mohwuships and Jemadarships of Thanas, and in short 
govorn thd Country not for the subjact many, but for 
the conquoring and dominant fey They would cmry 
B 
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on a eitisade against all tho natives. Thay would havo 
Governmont ombark in an oternal blood foud against its 
native subjcels Verily the gentlemen of tho Pioss havo 
dothioned tho God of Christianity and sot up in his 
stoad a Pagan Moloch, at whose shiine thoy me prepmed 
to sactifico civilization and hnmunty They havo totally 
forgotton that vongeanco belongs not to man but to 
lus Maker. Lot the policy laid down by them bo once 
nlopled and tho xovolt now confined to the North Wost 
Provinces will extond in othor directions, Its suppros- 
sion could nover bo offectod without tho sympathies 
of the masses boing rotained in favor of the Governmont, 
But stimulating European Soldiers to bwin and plunder 
villages, to shed the blood of thei prisonas and to 
massacre thoir unoftonding and unsuspocting native 
cominides, 15 nob tho best way of onlisting thoso sym- 
pathies. j 

I would have it distinctly undorstood that I am for 
strong and decisive meast'es for tho suppression of the 
mutiny, the restoration of tranquillity and the vindication 
of the authority of Governmont IT would havo offencos 
against tho stato so promptly, oflectually and signally pun- 
ished ag Lo doter othors horcaftor from porpotrating tho 
sano I would not allow tho misc.cants who have massa- 
cred mothorswith infints at thor broasts togo nt lego with 
impunity in tho Mofussil without rocoiving that condign 
punishmont they so richly mait I would have every 
sopoy who has beon direetly or indirectly mixod up with 
this mutiny tied, convicted and hangod  T would not 
yvelax in his favor the law which prescribes doath as the 
punishment of mutiny. I would not tie the hands of 
the local military authoritios who must be the best judges 
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of what is to be done, belioving as I do that to hamper 
them would be to postpone the suppression of the revolt 
I am in short equally opposed to undue leniengy and 
undue vongoance Let us have storn but discriminating 
justice Lot us not class the loyal natives who may be - 
counted by millions with the disloyal who only number a 
few thousands, I am prepared to make overy reasonable 
allowance for men whose hearts have beon torn and 
whose passions havo been inflamed by the murdeis and 
worse than murders of their country women and children. 
I know thoir judgmonts on their noighboms cannot ba 
calm and dispassionate But 1 can see no reason why. 
they should vituperate fhe entire Native Population 
because tho Army of Bengal has revolted. I seo no 
yeason why they should calumniate the Government, 
because Government, actuated by the purest motives and 
having a duo regard for the future, has refused to treat 
that population as rebels and has duccted that pumsh- 
ments for offencos “against the state should be dealt out 
with justice and discimination. I must doprecate the 
double ery raised by thom of “Down with tho Govein- 
mont” and “Down with the natives of India” Neither 
can I cheish any sympathy for the fecling which now 
animates them It is ona of intenso selfishness. It is 
essontially savage and vindictive, and to quote the lan- 
aunge of the Zumes, “absorbed into a blind and indis- 
ciiminate exasperation, and as resolving itself into thes 
mora hatsed of a dork skin, into a puro unressoning 
antipathy of tho Iindu.” It hungers and thissts for 
the burning of villages and the hanging up of the Ryots 
like the leaves of Vallombiosa to the branches of the 
nesrost Banion or Peopul tree But I hold that every life 
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taken except in fair fight or aflor but and conviction 
held upon the ease vs jush as much a foul murdor as 
“tho massaeie of Lho Linopeans at Mecut, Cawnpore and 
Fattohpore. ' 

But to ictuin to tho polttidnersy They complain that 
thore mo no private or eopointo ughts that can bo 
effcetually opposed ta the Gov wnmont, nor is thio any 
reprosentaticn of publte opiuton, ‘Lhis may bo tito, 
but 16 is only due to the Cevornmont Lo state, that in 
spito of tho absence of such iiglits, if has beon in 
advanco of the boasted Vico Pross of India and U at class 
of the community whose interests alone that Press repre. 
sents Ican point to Notos and Roports, Minutos and 
Momorandas, Dispatches and Disetssions, Regulations 
and Resolutions which ovidenco a fat highor approciation 
of tho obligations of the governing body and tho clams of 
the nativos than tho Unglishman Newspapai, tho Bongal 
tlurkaru, tho Indigo Vantors’ Association and the Caleutta 
Photogiaphic Society cm supply. ‘Tho so callod Black 
Act which has in fact produced the present agitation, and 
which I shall presently notico in moro dotail in connoc- 
tion with the potition, affords undubitablo ovidonco of the 
disposition of Goveinmont to deal justly and impaitially 
by all classo:, Natives and Lwopeans 

The potation condomns tho Act XV. of 1857, undor 
which rostrictions havo beon placed on the Press of India, 
But the reasons sob forth m tho letter of Govornmont to 
tho Court of Directors fo. tho passing of this law aro 
unanswerable, and supercede the necossity of my wasting 
any mgument in its support ‘Tho documont gives tho 
whole genealogy of the Liberty of tho Indian Press, and 
conclusively shews the necossity and propticty of cur 


( 18) 


tailing it at this crisis, But peihaps the petitioners aro 
so so1e because the law was not confined to tho Natiye | 
Press, ‘lo have mado a distinction be.weon the European 
and the Nativo Piess would have bean not only unjust 
in principle but suicidal tn practice While sinco tho 
passing of tho Act not ono native paper has beon 
“wained,” moro than halt a dozsn Unglish papeis 
hayo been warned and waned over again and one of 
thom, viz the Bongal Lwkau, shut up for violating the 
conditions of its leonso So much for making an ox 
ceptional law in favor of tho Dnglish Press 

There are peoplo who complain of the gagging law be- 
cause they believe tho English Press represents the 
opinions of the Indian Public, but trey should be dis 
abused of this erroncous notion The Cuglishman News- 
paper for instanco no more represents tho sentiments of 
that Public than the Quateily Review represents the 
sentiments of the Whigs Neither this nor the Bengal 
Hukeru has for tho last twelve months contained an ex- 
haustivo 02 oven a suggostive article connected with the 
mol or matorial improvement of the myriad millions 
of India, The Salo Taw of Mr Chant and tho Ryot Lay of 
Mi Curio, though fiaught with Yesults of the last impoit- 
anco to thirty millions of people, hive not been honored 
with any longthonod notico in then columns Those 
columns ao gonoially disfigured with diatubes agamst 
the ontire native population, the Members and Secretaues 
of Govornmant, thet idges of thaS 1ddarComt the Magic- 
tratos of Calcutta, the Deputy Magistiates of Motussil, and 
other officials,with cou espondence deebing thoprospects 
of indigo and containing graphic accounts of pig-sticking 
excursions where half a chest of pale alo was consumed, 
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Yo call the English Press in India tho 1oprosentativo of 
public opinion isa misnomer This fact has not only 
been affimedin the momo.able minuto of Lord Mais tho 
onlightonod Goveina: of Macias, but is dawning on tho 
people of England The Lidvuburgh Review of October 
1857, states that “tho English Pioss in India roprosonts 
tho opinions of European sottlas in the country or half. 
castes not in the Company’s scivico. This class of 
poisons is bittorly hostile to tho oxisting Government 
of India fiom which they conceive thomsolves to be 
excluded; and oven the preseneo of danger throateni rg 
the Empire and their own personal safety could not 
rostiain them from assailing tho responsible Agents of 
tho Govenmont with a vindictive fury of which wo have 
no exporienee in this country, uuloss it be—the Indian 
pamphlets now before us. Ata suitable moment thew 
complaints will bo hoard, but the attempt to urge their 
remonstrances at such a crisis, proves thoy were under 
the influence not only of irritation but of fear,” 

The potilionns next complain of tho “attempted 
imposition of tho Black Act” by Govanmont The 
complamt is not now mado for tho fist timo. It has 
beon repeated for nomly a quarter of a contury, The 
proceedings of tho Anti-Black Acb Mooting rocontly 
held at tho Town-hall show tho longths to which those 
opposed to the moasuro mo capablo of going ‘There 
wore preseat ab tho meoting substantial Merchants, 
Morchant’s Claks, Bioke1s, Brokon Broko.s, Directors 
of the defunct Union Bank, Indigo Plantes and 
Assistants to Indigo Plantes Tho sporkois spoke of 
the Magna Chata and Bill of Rights. They dwelt on 
the inestimable advantages of tral by a Cossitollah 
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Jury. Thoy were eloquent on thon birth-rights as Eng- - 
lishmen But they wero simply and entirely oblivious 
of the rights of tho hundred and fifty millions of Natives 
and voted all tho Native and all the European Ofkeials 
of Government as ineapables and ignoiamuses. The 
Resolution on this subject declares them “as alike w- 
hited for tho Judicial Bench by want of legal training 
and of independence of position” Tet us see whether 
tho 1ight claimed by the petitionors and othe exemp 
tionists to be free of our Mofussil Comts and to be tried 
only by the Supiemo Court and Jury has ever existed 
in fact, or ‘ever been affirmed by the Biitish Legislatue 
o1 recognized by that of Inde 

Tho renewal of the Cha:ter im 1883 first brought the 
subject undoi tho consideration of Parliament Then 
the presentation of tho memorial of the British su 
jects, for the ropeal of Act 11 of 1836, rendaing them 
amonrble to the jurisdiction of the 22d Courts in the 
Mofussil, gave rise to a most enlightened and exhaustive 
discussion on it, On both those‘ occasions the Legis- 
latwe repudiated the doctime, that it was the privilege 
of Iinglishmon to carry their laws with them wherever 
they go; and it camo to tro decision that “there was not 
one law for one man and another for the other” The 
distinguished Statesmen and the profound Jwisconsults 
of the day pochpoo’d tho claum of exemption now put 
forth by the petitioners, and were strongly and unani- 
mously of opinion that tho Dmopean must be placed 
under tho same power which legisia.es tor the Native 
The claim of exemption has therefore no constitutional 
or statutory sanction, and cannot be supported by any 
single argumont which would stand the test of reason 
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and onqury Tho subject has beon myostigated by 
Vauliamoi t, and its decision his dirce od the Royal Com- 
missionas for the fuming of tho Ponal Code and tho 
Code of Piocodure 

The comussionais wae mon whose leuning, ox- 
porience and {vont ontitle (het opinions to the highest 
considera on—mon thorous "y aequamted with tho 
constitutional and legal ugh s of Buutish born subjects, 
md who had nothing to gain by wn ogating any of those 
rights. Sueh mon havo ignorod tho claim of oxomp- 
tion and Teclacd that “no porson whetover shall by 
roason of plico of buth or by 1eason of deseont be in 
any cuminal proceeding whatover oxempted fom the 
Juusdichion of any of tho Ciminal Comts.” This 
meastno, which omphatically allirms the principlo of 
equality of lay, aud sweeps awry tho invidions and 
unjust distinction which has hitherto beon made bo 
tween British born sulyects"and the oll 1 classes of the 
Queon’s subjects in India, was discussed in tho [Lonour- 
ablo the Legislative Couneil of India on tho 7th Mareh 
1857, and roceived tho ] carty support of all tho speakers, 
among whom woo Sw James Colvillo and Siz Arthur 
Bullor, tho respected Judges of that very court whoso 
Jurisdiction 1b was contended by tho o1atos of the 
Anti Blicl-Act mecling was ossantiul to tho protection 
of the lives and liberties of Biitous in all parts of tho 
County. Doth tho leaned Chief Justice and the 
socoud Judgo of vho Sumome Court aro very unhkoly 
peisous to be oithor ignorant of the ughts of British 
born subjects in a British dependency, o1 infamous 
enough to betray thom for any pasonal objoct; yet 
they both unhesitatingly approved of tho principle of the 
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mownre. The Chiof Justice denied that the exclusive 
ptiviloge onjoyed by British born subjects with respect to 
the tial of offences committed by them was an unali- 
onablo and indefoasiblo heutage and right, and bore hig 
woighty testimony to tho dofectivo strte of the present 
law, under which thoso offences went untiied and un 
punished m tho Mofussil by .cason of the inconveni- 
once, difficulty and delay in binging tho parties to 
Culeutta, 

Tho “ exclusive” resolutions of the Anti Black Act 
mocling of tho 14th Tob 1857 contrast very unfavoiably 
with thoso of a gront publie mecting to petition for the 
oxtonsion of the Criminal Jurisdiction of the Mofussil 
Coutts, held at the Town Hall on tha 6th Apiil 1857, 
Jt was most rospectably and numerously ationded—the 
hall boing crowded to suflocation The procce lings 
commerced ith the posal of a latter fiom Rajah 
Radhacant Bahadoor, regretting his inability to attend 
the moeting, and oxprossing his entno approval of the 
principlo of the so called Black Act After noticing 
somo of the injurious effects‘of tho presont law, ho pio- 


ceedod to say 

“This undced shiengo that the British Legislature should have 
dehiycd so lorg to passa law founded upot the broadest piii- 
eipks of Justico and humanity, Lut stringa stall that many of 
tho British Inhabitants of Indin should protoré against tho enrot- 
macut and aligmatizo 1t by chuistomng 16 “ The Black Act” 

“Tho law proposed would stiko at the foundation of this inhu- 
man puneipla, La hom deserving the epithet of the * Black 
Act,’ Twould call if “the Wiito Act.” 1f would be compared 
to tho sun in lus meiidian splendour, shedding the refulgent 
beams of justico on all classes of people oqually, and dun indeed 
aie then eyes wilh prajudice who cannot behold tts genuine 
lushe, A. colohrated Posian Poct has aptly smd— 
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“Tf Bu's oyes can rot aco im tho day, what fault is thero in tho 
rays of the sun,” 

© Dom ost thou the truth? 16 19 boblter that a thousand oyes 
wo o this bliid than the Sun duk’ 

The {yst Resolution was movod by Rajih Porlaub 
Chunde: Singh Bahadoo, who las Lstates im seventoon 


disericts. *t was as follows: 

“oat m tho deliberate yudgmont of this mectang just co and 
rowid pohey as woll aa the altercd © roumstanccs of tho Country, 
regio that all classes of Wer M yesty'’s subjccta, within We Ma- 
jestys 1 dian Domm rong st ould, in all cases of camumal pogecu- 
tivi, for whaitsoover descuption of offence, bo amonible to tho 
sitio laws aad bo tied by the samo tabut als 81d that no section 
of the community should, by reason of place of buth, or rehgion 
0) offiaal position possess any oxclusiva privilege or supposed 
advantige, distingwishi g them in tho eyo of tho law fiom the rest 
of thon follow sulycets ‘Tis meets g thereforo emnestly hopes, 
that the principle, tht no ches of Hor Majesty's subjects should 
bo exempted fiom the cumin il j visdiction of any of the Mofussil 
Courts, will b> fully carted out in the schemo of Criminal Procedure 
row mw dor tho consideration of the Legislative Counal ” 

Tho Resolution was scconded by Roy Kissory Chund 
Mittra Behadoor, tho Magistrato of tho Northern Divi- 
sion of Crleultn, who after giving a historical sketch of 


the mensue, thus procceded: 

“Tfutha marian, ad my opimon is supported by ton years? 
expericner, t ab tho exemption of Biitish subjoots fiom the Mo- 
fussil cumin 1 comts oper ites mosh proayudtorily on tho mter ests 
of the gient mass of the natives, and 18 1n fac a giosa and giovous 
wong to them, It 1s tartunonnt to micsponsibility to law, and 
impunity to o.1mo on the pa.t of tho palvileget few, aud to desl 
of justice to the subjcot many, Wall any min tell mo that the 
natives ao wider the same protcotion as the Biitish subycots, 80 
long ns the latte: a6 amenable to anoghor Inw, and aro tuablo by 


the Suemo Jom only 2” 
“T presume 1b is not necessmy to give you paitioular instances 


( 19 ) 


of opprossion, which mo the natuial and mevitable result of the 
plesent system of excmptio1, but the records of the Fouduy 
Adwwluts of Hooghly, Kash iagm, Rysiye Put na, Jessoie and 
other districts would not only show the nitwe and cxtent of the 
enme con outted by the Luopeans, but also the mpumty with 
which it 13 committed. 


Again, 
“Tam fice to confess that the Mofussil courts me suscoptible 
of gtevt mmprovoment Tadmit the offices presiding over thom 
aia deficient m leg fininrig, though I am not prepared to 
admit, thit m sptte of this and their consequent inability to 
comply with all the technical 1equnements of law, they do not 
render substintial yusticoe, I admit that the Mofussil Poheo is 
very defective, and ortuely agtce in all that has been said agai ist 
at by tho Lou’blo Mi Halliday, in his unparalleled Minute I 
unhesitatingly admit that tlie whole system should be reorgamzed 
and 1eformed, und I should be dehghtod to see a grand co opeia~ 
tivo oftort made by British born aid other classes af Her Majesty 3 
subjcots, to offect such roorgamzation and reformation But while 
I admut all theso dofcets of the Judicial and Police establishments, 
I cannot acknowledgo the justice of exempting fiom their opera- 
tion a small section, consisting of poisons who settle in the Mofus- 
sil for their own advantage, of tho own fieo will, and not of com- 
pulsion, I repeat, Isee no reason why those persons would bo 
exempted any moro than the II{ndoos aud Mahomedans, Fionchmen 
and Gomans, Amcucans and Russians, If the Comts are good 
onough for the millions of India, they should be good enough for a 
* gmall body of dominant men,” What is sauce for the ganda. 18 
surtce for the goose”? Why, om Biitish fellow subjects are ready 
enough to invoke the protection of the Couts whon then indigo 1s 
damagod by trespassing cattle o1 othe, cause, Why should they 
then ropudiate the samo Courts when they me ohuged with 
torcing the cultivation of Indigo? They would work them fiooly 
and frequently against the ival Zenundar, o1 tho defiulting Ryot, 
Why should they thon ignoie them when complained against by the 
Zomindar and tho Ryot? I do not, sir, for tho life of ma, understand 
why they should avail themselves of the Couts when thoy have 
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ayt ig to g 4, bubshould dea thew author by wide orice 
ticn lesion, wien they hive uy thi st) lose, 

#1 eoxomytionts Ji) te veer cus ciel, Wacn they ipy oso 
that under all enc isty coy, and ab all times md tor thar ew? 
oxclusive atva Lige, bioy car ampob tho mitt ations, livs, ud 
pnviloges of Buitish suljouts 1 to the places to which Uny ma 
att ieted solely by tho prospect of onchit to thems ives Ihe 
bury is no, oily impracucame, bus in miu y sey, were 1b bo uso 
phiea, 16 would leul to Lhe practice of the giossest1 just co and to 
tho system iio opprossion of the natives whoso1 ghty aro equally 
entitled to respech. Ut ghishmon sought Indi Lidia did not 
seec Toglish 1c ‘Tho laws of this countiy ato maido for Lens of 
m fliois of the childte1 of Lhe soit and x0b fora fow hu dreds ot 
a fow thousiils of the co quer ng race who may please b> ct in 
theit lob in the Mc fussd for then advutago 1619 for bien to oi. 
lanco the probille yams of tompor uy oxpatrint o1 over agit ab tho 
evils aid privations 1 cider 6 to ther now sphere of 0 beipiise 
Ibis for them to weem nod vbo then scly os to tho Luws of the new= 
couniy, 1d nob Lo demint that Westintistar Tall should bo 
tiunslated 190 overye4 Hah vad overs Pergunnih ” 

M.. Gengo Thompson, lato M 2, in moving another 
resolution, declaring the confidence of tha community mn 
tho uncoyonantod Judict oflicars of tho Govornment, 


Unis addrossed the meeting 

“Tot mo congiatulite you upor tho feb that tho pre plo for 
which you eto this day ec at dug 14 safe Nobtwithstu diay what 
way dono in this Lal, a dow weeks ygo by 8 portior of t y coun 
tiy non, who deomo lib then duty vit was u doul te ly thaw 
right, to hokt a publ mock ng to pe ation and menouil son 
fwor of the vuontinuanco of y special exemptiod flan bly cum ial 
yw sdiction of tho Mofuysil Gowds, tho primuplo of ion-exemp. 
fiom ia safe Sho mumaty Guned 1s coudemi cd vy ovary 
enlighloned class of the Dritish community, nor is atin the power 
of tho Logislutivo Council of Lidia, nor of tho Cavornor Conoral 
by the exer ase of tho voto, noi of ary othor man o1 body of men, 
to roveise a desision which has beon aitived at, aftor moro miture 
Aehberation than has perhaps over bvon given to any other 
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meisuie, connoctod with tho adau istiatior of this countty ‘Lie 
quest 0115 deuided the cvomptio 1 clumed mast ec tse aad deter- 
mung, and all classes of hor Majcsty’s subjects m Indiy mush 
henecforth bo subject to the sine juusdict on, aud to the sime 
pen code aid ctuntml procudue. It 1s iy conviction, tho 
moastuc to which you hive pledged you support in the fist 
resolution 13. Jusl, wise, timely and politic, and thit the diy of 
its adoption, wilh tho sanction of Inw, will be the commencomont 
of a new and bughtet era in tho history of Brutish India I kiow 
that many of you, who n I now address, have often met under this 
roof m support of important and patiiotic objects, but you havo 
nevet before asset tod a principle of geenter moment than that which 
you are now co itonding for, nor have over achteved a greater timmph 
than that which you will hive achieved when this measure shall 
havo take. its plico amongst tho laws of your country, and shill 
have levelled the distinctions of waich you now justly complain” 

Bahoo Joykisson Mookeijeo, one of tho largest and 
most intellhgont Zomindats then spoke m support of 
tho samo resolution After mentionmg tho mporfeetions 
of the Mofuss1l Comts, ho sad 

“Aftor making these admussiony, freely and candidly, let me ask 
my Duropea i fullow citivons, what ught they have to ask to an 
exomption fiom the oilinary Courts of the country 11 which they 
hwo choson to como aid cay on commerce, trade, and acqu ie 
property witi the sane rights ard pravileges, as me onjoyad Ly 
tho chiklio1 of the soil It thoy hike to enjoy Lho good, they must 
put up with the alls, if there beoany No Luropeu, ts far a the 
public 1s aware, has yot serupl.d to ymoscute a Native in the 
Couitiy Coutts moroly beonusa justico would 1 of bo done to him 
(tho native) in consequence of tho loged incapacity of the 
Mofussil Judgos yot wo fi1d people with bias and heats to 
elum exempson for themsolves from such courts. Tow iunpiupor 
and incquitoble it is to syy, that wo will help omsolves with your 
goods but noro of yom evils This 1s the fat and matiow of the 
aigumont of those who decline to be exempted fiom the common 
Couts of the country, but let us see if then conduct and cha- 
racter duning the last twenty five yeas, m which Twop8ans havo 
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been adnitted fieely mlo tho country, wd permitted to hold 
Jar ded property, his beer sue ras tore dor them xompt fiom alt 
logal restr unt, which 1s vitt uly the caso, as lo gag they domemn 
mnenvilo doe Gaus mimy hw dtcd mites distiing (1011 £10 scone 
of netion Tf tho law of hbel bo suspended for time, I cada 
oy Utunvar she t fiets of atrocious cite and oppression, which 
will even astound tho staunchost but ught minded advocate of 


exclusion ” 
Baboo Romumuth Tugoro, biotlo to the lato Dyar- 


kanath Tagoro, followed Baboo Joykisson Mookorjon Ilo 
declared that «Tho 11d go plantors, whose interests ato dontical 
with the nitaves, ought not to clamom against thew being amon. 
ablo to the Company's Comts Lot them co-opoirto with tho 
natives, and uso thon best exertions to implove the laws and 
procedure of the Mofussil Comts * 

Tho last tumo the subject camo under public notice was 
on tho 2 st Noyombor 1857, whon a dispatch fom the 
Court of Directors wasicead at tho meoting of the Llon’ble 
tho Logislatve Council requosting the Intter to postpone 
legslation on it, wntal tho quosvion had boon roforred to 
that body, accompanied by a statement of tho views of the 
Looal Authorities, and the moasuro had rocoived thoix 
approbation It 18 to be hoped that tho ILon’hlo the Comt 
of Directo1s, who have always advocatad tho monsura, will 
not now vhandon it Tam convinced that it will wltimato- 
ly be passed by Parhamont, bec use its provailing opinion, 
for many years, lias heon thal while tho hoad venling of 
Tudia should be opon as a ficld of honoiable advonture 
and enterprise to all Inghslmon, such porsons should be 
subject to tho criminal cows of tho distiet in which 
they might settle of their own will and for thoi own 
personal alvantage, and not be exempted hom the ope- 
1alion of such courts by reason of their place of bith 
and doscent. Parliamont bas invarinbly affirmed tho 


( 23) 


principlo of equality of law, and distinctly and emphati- 
enlly hold that there was not one law for ono and anothor 
for tho other. It might be stated by the exemptionists 
that the mutines must chango the policy of Government, 
and was a sufficient reason for the perpotuation of ther 
priviloge. Laioply that uuth is etemmal and immutable, 
and that the prineiple of equality of law—equality as 
respects tho tiibunals—equality as respects ponalties— , 
equahty as respocls the individual offende: 1s a great 
truth which 1s not affectod by any human event I see in 
the mutmy which has oceurred, additional and strong rea- 
sons for the assertion and impartial application of the 
puinaple of theo Non Exemption Law, Aheady the impou- 
tation of large numbers of Euopean Soldiers and Soamen 
has occasioned the porpetration of many insults, outrages, 
and othor injwies on the unoffending natives, Theso will 
recu, in still greater numbers and aggravation, as Eno- 
poans muluply throughout vhe country, aud sb will be 
essential therefore to justice and equal Government, that 
thero should be no respoct of persons m the administaa- 
tion of ciminal justice, 01 in the tubunals to Which 
thoy may bo amenable ‘Tho natives should not be 
tompted to tako tho law into their own hands inconse- 
gnonce of the denial of oqual justice by the oxistung 
Code. 

Ihave folt it my duty to speak at some longth on this 
branch of the subject, because it appears to mo that the 
petition undor notice, is tho result cf the oxacerbation 
caused by the “attempted imposition” to quote its 
language of the “Black Act” Ibis a continuation of 
that angry and obstinate opposition which has beon 
raised against that meastre since tho last twvogty yeas. 
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The clover foot of the Anti Back-Act ag tators poops 
though eve y sontence in the doeyament Pre onding to 
ho exclusively and iitonsely Ieyal, they would miko 
thon loyaty oe giound Jor thon over pluon fom the 
juusdietion of the Motuss} Guminal Gourts ‘hoy 
would inako political cay ital of tho cusis It has hoon 
to thom what the greased culiidga has been to tho 
icvolted Sc poys 

Tho potition eoneln tos with praying for “tho romoval 
of the Government of the cctntiy fiom tho lust India 
Compa y and tho sts itutton im its stoad of tho dnect 
Govern uent of the Crown, wath an open Legislative Coun 
cil, Qicon’s Cowts prosided over by tained lawyers, and 
with tho Ei glish linguage as the Offtcial Gomt Linguage ” 
Lam strongly of opinion tut tho 2zemoval of the Govorn- 
mont of tho Hist India Company wil tho substitution of 
that of tho Queon would be any thing but a boon to our 
countiy It woukl bo go1 g ovor an unknown ocoan 
wi hout a Chit or Compiss Tt as bstdes an ogerogious 
mistake fo suppose thu the Government of the Last 
India Cony any 15 mdepond ml of or Lacsponsiblo to the 
Bulish Galinot. Tt is substantially as much a Crown 
Government as if it wore ad ni istored by tho manistors, 
Kyory ono neqranted with (ho coustitudion and funetions 
of the Board of Control aud the Comst of Directors will 
atimit this point 

Tho authouty of tle Bomd of Control was cronted 
by a statute prised in 1751 Jis powers woro dehned 
and confirmed by 1% charlor Act passed in 1793 Thoy 
wero again regulated and enluged by tho two sue- 
ceeding charter Aets of 1813 and 18883 and finally 
adjusted@and settled by the last chator Act. ‘Tho Presi- 
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dont of the Roaid is invariably sclected by the Crown 1s 
ono of those Ministers to whom the managomont of the 
affans of this vast Impize is delegated. With him me 
associated tho Prime Minister, the Minister of the Fi- 
nanco and most of the otha: Ministéls ‘These latter do 
not reecive any salary but ae ex oficr. members of tho 
Bond, ‘Tho President is a salaied offize: ‘The Board is 
functioned “to superntend, direct and control all acts, 
oporations and concorns of the Company which in any 
mannet 2clate to, 01 concen the Government or the 1eve- 
nues of the torritoies of India” Jt acts in immediate 
communication with the whole body of the Queen’s 
Munisters, and all ils proceedings aro as much unde the 
supervision of the Imperial Logislature as those of the 
latter It will be thoefore percoived that the Board 1s 
so organised as not only to check and control the pro- 
ecedings of the Dircetors, but to bring tho direct inflacnce 
of Pmliameont te bear on those proceedings 

The Comt of Directors was created by a statute of 
Parliament. It govorns according to laws passed by that 
authority, Ib was formerly composed of twenty four 
members Until tho year 18538, tho Directors wero 
elected fiom among tho proprictors, the pecumay quali- 
fication boing the possession of stock to tho amount of 
twenty thousand Rupocs in Indian coin but the Chate 
Act of that year introduced an organis change in the 
Direction, It reduced the number of members to 
cightcen, twelve of whom are clected by the proprictois 
and six appomted by the Crown. They are required to 
tiko the onth of offico “to be faithful to the Company 
anil give then best advico, counsel and assistance for tho 
support of tho good Guvornmont of the Company” Tho 
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Comt is div'ded ito soveral Gomn ittoes for faevitating 
Jusiness and onsmiig deliberation, suel 19 tho Com- 
miltee of Conespondence, tho Secret or Politied Com. 
mittee, the Law sie Commuitteo wd the Liha y Com- 
mittee ‘Hl eso Committers ave required to myostizsato 
aud report 01 subjects with which they mo Jamiliu by 
reason of | 1evi0us caperience or stu ly, but they ae 1 ob 
anthorised to cary into eflect their sugges ions ‘They 
ao simply dehbor vive but not execat ye Commit eos 

Tio Court 1s vested with the powers of action anid 
jn L ition, beeauso 1b 19 possessed of that spociul know. 
lodzo and oxpeisence which are the best qualiicwion for 
tho oxciciso of those powers, But the confimation of 
the moasures that may be proposed by it 10548 with tho 
Boud, whieh is U'rectly responsible to the Enghsh Nation 
Nomially, the Cout evcreises supromo anthor'ty over 
the Local Cove ima its, bit substantially, i vets un Ter 
the Bond. ‘Lhe Court governs according to Lis 1 sed 
by Parliament, and als authouty cannot therofuio bo 
supiomo or absolute 

But tho Court can not ouly or’giate, and with U1 ¢ sane~ 
tion of the Bomd carry mbo eflect, measmes for the good 
government of tis couniy, fb hig nob only the ini. 
tiativo and excentivo powers bub it has tho logislative 
power It ts tino the 1 st Charter merted tho Legisla- 
tive Coune! of Indian, Lut ils aets invy boa annulled by 
the Court. Tho cstablishmont of that Council, and tlo 
progress of this counuy in civi'iziion and culightoumu t, 
however require that the Comt should ecaso to exeieise 
this power. It might very propetly havo appeitained to 
the Comt i2 former times, bub tho gonius of tho ago 
demands the independence of the Indian Pwhamont 
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Ido not deny tht tho abolstion of tis double Gover 1- 
mentand tho substitttion of the Crown Government would 
maditectly benefit this countiy, by bungmg he aflans mae 
hequently thin at present before the eyes of Larliame it. 
But wo must recollect that Parliament cannot legislate 
for India ‘Thore mo not many mon in tho Iouse of 
Commons 02 the {Lonso of Lords unconnected with India, 
who thoroughly understand hor condition and wants, or ae 
competent to dork with them Doubtless there aro many 
mombors who m’‘ght comprehend such lage and lioad 
questions as the condition of the Ryots, but I foar that 
but fow of them could giapple with intricate questions 
involving an intimate acquaintance with the character 
and customs of the people o1 tho reverte or judicial ad- 
mimstiation ‘hose who recollect Sir John Packington’s 
offhand way of deding with tho Salt-Moroply, wil 
aeico with mo on tlus point in truth no Inglish Go- 
yernmont could possess that intimate acquantance with 
the afinis of our country which the Court of Directors 
must, fLom its o1gtnization possess It consists of pa-~ 
pons who have spont tho best yeas of their hves and 
have tho lmgost stakes in this couitiy. It consists 
of othors who mo solectod by tho Crown ond who 
ropresont the Luglish Llemeit ‘Ile latter cannot fil 
Lo cxciciso a salutary influence over its proceadings. 

‘Lho Court, in its co porate capacity, 1s neither Whig nor 
Tory, It has no sympathy in the polit cal creed of Lod 
Jolu Rusacll or the Lal of Yoby Its scpmaton fom 
all paity-polilics constitutes another essential qualiii- 
cation for Government, and in truth affords tho best 
guaautco for tho impartial adminishation of tho affaus 
cutrusted to 1b. 
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Such is Cho sys om that his giown with the siowth 
of this muvellous Uo ipne, and Tam slongly po- 
sttadcd thal ay change that woukl lestroy Chat system, 
would bo destiucliyo to tho Th pue 7 rvlmib a dis 
its defects I know tho Bond of Control requently 
ropresonts Dickens’ Cnowmloention Oftco f believe 
tie Cows of Diructors’ ussessiu i of tho legis] Uivo 
power operates pia udicially on tho action of the Logis. 
Titive Council =I think tho Uounert should be thrown 
open and the unofl’cial and native clement i troduced 
into it, 1 think that the Civil Sorvico, thoush no 
longer q close corporation, yet should bo rendercd moro 
piactically neeossiblo to moxit hore as well as clsowhere, 
by anthouty being given to tho local Governmont to 
institute tho compolitive examinations I beliovo that tho 
Company thus improved and rogonorated, wall moro 
offectually serve as a shield of protection to tho children 
of tho soil than tho Ciown Govanment administored at 
a distanco can bo. If it has imporfections (and what 
form of htman Goveinmont has nou’) rectify thom, 
but its abohnon will cortamly not bonefit.e countay 
which has progiossivoly improved under ils onlghtoned 
auspices 

With rogaid to the intoduction of Mnglish law and 
English language in tle Mofussil Comts, and tho ap. 
pomtment of Bauusters fosh fiom 14 land to prosido 
over those Courts (as advocated by the potitioners) I bo- 
hove that neither of thoso moasmes would bo an im- 
provemont 

Enghgh law may bo the perfection of rcason, but I 
fear our countiymen are not yol propaed to appreciate 
and enjoy such porfection Its complex machineay 
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would be all suited to thei: simple habits, pr nitive cus 
toms and pectiliar social system Wo aro assuied by tho 
Jlon blo Mr Ifalliday no mean autiority on tho sub- 
ject that the “ Mofussil admimstiation will ceteris 
paribus bo gonerally efficient whilo it is certain to bo 
also acceptable to tho people according to the degioo in 
which 1 conforms to the siumplo o2 OU: ental in picterenca 
tothe complex or Liwopean model” In spile of its many 
excellencros, tho law of lingland has | con pronounced hy 
somo of the best aud most mofound Jurisconsulls tobe 
an immonso chaotic mass of undigostod detmls of posi- 
tive law, wanting system and arrangement and beyond 
the grasp of tho most powerful intellect Ilor statute- 
book 13 goneially considered doficiont in that system- 
atic arrangoment, lucid statomont, and seiontitic ex- 
pression which pico ominently dis mguish tho Codo Na- 
poleon I therefore strongly doubt t iat its introduction 
into this country, before its simplification and codifica 
tion aio oflected, as I sincerely trast they will bo by tho 
new Association for tho promotion of sacial screnco, would 
bo a blossing to hor ‘Lho invoduction of tho Luglish lan- 
guago as the Court languago, would bo simply a retrograde 
movoment, Again, tho importation of Linglish Danis- 
tors would bo infinitely woiso than Lo importation of 
English lw. This supposed panacca, fu fom eunng 
the ovils complained of, would agg ayato them. Ido 
not deny tho necessily and impoitanco of having 
tained luvyeis, but I fail to seo how they may bo 
yeprosonted hy Barristers fesh fioin the Inns of Couts 
and absolutely ignoiant of the language and character 
of the peoplo I decidedly object to inundating our 
Adawluts with such men. ‘thoy would be simply tools 
in the hands of thon Shoristadars and Peshkais. 
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Sach is tho petition wluch tho spotking ard tho 
shuecme portior of our Laropein flow sub ects lwo 
forwarded to tho Tmperial Legislative of ing und But it 
rs cheer nz to know Wat Uo tpper ton thousand of Ling 
lishmey, loth 1610 wm lelyewhoro noither recog uze the 
justice of thon deman ts nor pattic’p wo in {1 os¢ feelings 
of ratense solfishness and tm ser ing ant’ path y towards 
tho natives wlich havo die ved the document in quos- 
tion Indeed, tho , ower of Governmon,s his roste ined 
thom fiom giving {ull play to then n alevolont fechngs, 
‘Thoy have not only chafed and loamod audstiug. led under 
tho salutuy restaint, but “ pliyod fantastic tricks boloro 
High Hewen” ‘They, at one tune, proposed to gag tho 
Native Press ag contiadistingiushed fiom the Luwopean 
Pross At anothor timo, they proposed to distim tho 
ontive native population and placo them under the tender 
meicies 0” tho Lmopean settlas At another time, 
they proposed to displace, by main fo1co, the constitutod 
mithoritios and usmp thoir fiumchons At last, m the 
fullnoss of tung, and in the plenitude and omnipotence 
of thoi wisdom, they sent foith, as montionod bofure, 
a petition to tho Queon piayug for tho roca) of Tord 
Canning boowso forsvoth ho retused Lo acco le bo their 
proposterous demands—Decauso hoe rol wed to lor,eb 
his duty by tho peoplo ho wis seut to govorn because 
ho refused to wago a erusado agunst thor because 
he refusod to proclaim a policy of blind, bloody and 
indiseriminating vongeanco, instead of stern, inflexible but 
discriminating justice 

Tus petition to tho Queon has been answered by tho 
natives of India On the 11th December, 1857, thoy 
forwarded to Lord Canning an address oxprossive of thoir 
doep sonso of gratitude for tho justice and wisdom of his 
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moasuros at this e1sis, and their grav3 disappiobation of 
the violent and unjust attacks lovelled against his aduti- 
nistirition. ‘Lhoso attacks, it must bo recollected, have 
beon conducted by mon who iepresont no public body 
and who took no stops to elicit the expression of public 
opinion I thoreforo deny that tho petition to Parliament 
or tho putition to the Queen, is a representation of tho 
publ, or even tho Imopean mind, bocause the wholo 
English population, unconnected with tho covenanted and 
uncovenanted services, scarcely numbers elevon thousand 
peisons. But tho address to Lord Canning ombodies the 
sentuments of moro than five thousand of the elvte of tho 
nativo pubhe In accepting it, the Govern: General in 
Council states that he “sces among the numerous signa. 
tures the nanos of men of anciont linonge, of vast posses- 
sions, and of groat wealth: of men of cultivated intelli- 
genco, who have been foremost in measures of bencficence 
in the oncouragement of education, and im works of 
material pubhe improvement. mon, whose influence with 
thor follow countiymon is deservedly great, and whose 
interest in tho peace and well being of India it would be 
difficult to oxaggoiato” 

Sineo tho above was wrilten, I have leant, but not 
with surprise, that the famous petition for the reel of 
ford Caming has not beon ioceived by tho august 
personage to whom it was addressed. Its fate affords 
a melancholy illustiation of the old adage that man 
proposes but God disposes I would, if permitted, sug- 
gest the potitioncis again trying Ile Majesty, but they 
should this time demand the 1emoval not only of the 
Govainor General but of Tod Palnoiston and his 
colleagues, 
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T also emphatically deny that tho so ealled Reform 
Leaguo is an indiewtion of the pubhe opinion — Tb is 
notorious tha 1b has beon got up by ecilain self seohi ig 
Baiusters who wish to mike leaal capita of the presunt 
conjunetine. I truth, they want to seeuro the Indigo 
planting interost, and know that it cannot ba securod 
without pleading for the present vxcomption huy, which 
onables those who repicsont it to take the law into tl ew 
own hands. Tho progiammo of tho Teaguo is, as I hayo 
suid before, a more eeho of tho potations, Jako thoso 
documonts, 1 advocates the 1emoyal of tho Clovernment 
of Butish India fiom tho Last India Company, and tho 
establishment of the direct goveanmont of tho Crown, 
“tho uniform and duo adininistiation of justico on the 
principlos of Naghish law,” “tho appointment of Barris- 
to1s to Mofussil Courts, an 1 the adoption of the English 
language to bo tho linguago of thoso Courts,” 

Besides theso orgame changes, the League advocates 
measuies, some of which ara lughly desirablo, such as the 
abolition of slimps and other taxes on tho administia- 
tion of justico, tho im noyemont of tho police system 
and the revision of the fiseal regulations, with a view to the 
promotion of industiual enterprise, while others aro high- 
ly objoctionablo aud caluulated to pul back the comtuy 
instoad of advancing he in the sealo of nations ‘Those 
aro, tho “constitution of a Tiogisl itive Council to bo 
composed of independent porsons, choson from tho J) 1 
ish commun ty of India” and ‘tha throwing apo of 
all civil employments to all Zu: opeans without distine- 
tion,” thoaoby ignoring tho ontire native population of 
tho country ‘Those morsures aro dictated by motives 
so palpably selfish and interested that I would not wasto 
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any agumont to show their injustice and impohey 
Tt isa caso as Mr Lang would say ‘of all pork and 
nothing like tho pok’ Whulo I haye proceoded thus 
fay a wilty and facetious Luropoan Clorgyman no 
phenomonon in India—whispas ino my cas that 
the Indigo Planters and other members of the adven- 
turer oliss, who claim thoir right of exomption fiom tho 
jurisdiction of Mofussil Courts, and who would monopolizo 
all the seats in tho Legislative Council, and other high 
posts, to tho oxclusion of tho Natives, havo been con- 
demned by their own Missionarios, wde the case of 
Cuthbert vs. Foibes and othors. I may add that the cir- 
cumstance that excontion has not followod judgmont, is 
no icason why wo should quostion the righteousness of 
tho decision pronounced by the public A Legislative 
Counetl chiefly composed of Mossig, Bluo and Bucfless, 
would bo a curse to the country It would substatuto 
Podlingtonian for Impeual legislation. It would sacri- 
fico the iaterests of tho Poople to those of tho Meagunge, 
Bans ia and other concons with \ hich Jossoe and 
Rajshye aro studdod. It would play Ducks and Drakes 
with ow rovonues and tho voiy cence with our in- 
stitutions, ‘Tho Satwiday Levew, tho oigan of largo 
section of thoughtful Lnglishmon, repudiates tho pepos- 
terous claims of the aforesaid Megsis, Bluo, Briofless and 
Co Itasks “What right has a man to rulo an immonso * 
and populous country because ho happons to Lavo select- 
odit as a field for speculation? Is au advoutue in 
indigo planting, or an expedition to a hob latitudo in 
soarch of briefs, to entitle evory chance of Luglishman to a 
shato in the mast prodigious oligaichy which the world 
will havo seen Such a govornment would mismanage 
E 
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heeatse 2b would bo too busy will 1 commercial specu. 
lauons, 1b would job beeatise i 4 intorost in Tndia would 
by tho assumption be sordid and personal And it would 
owe totie moro privilogo of 20 an tn abu il authority 
which ib never dosoivel nor was.” Tho writer of this 
has vos ded in gover iid go districts and was bought 
into farttha eontact wth Indigo plantows. To has 
invaiably found that while tho intell’gent, honest and 
bonovolsnt among then aro satsted wilh tho present 
facilities afforded to then for curying on Uhoir pursuits, 
tho half-educatod, violont, and unseupulons mo tho 
loudest in ther complaints against tho Mofussil Comts, 
and in thei demands for lugar powers and moro oxelu- 
sive priyiloges. 

T havo not ondoayorod to offer in theso biel absorva- 
tions an exposition of tho canyos of tho Mutiny, hocause 
T believe it is ono of thaso suddon revolutions which 
oceasionally swoop over oar il fated counay. It would 
have oqually taken pleco if tho Governmont had been 
adminis.ciod by tho Crown though a Colonial Scere 
tary, or 1 it is now proposed by a Socotary of Stato as- 
sisted by six Undor-Seerotarios 05 Loads of dopartmonts 
To nttubute it to the Court of Directors, or tho local 
Government, argues gross ignorance of tho constitution 
and functions of the forma, and rabid hostility to tho 
Intter. J am fully aware of tho short-comings of both those 
bodies, but I cannot acknowledge tho justice of immolat- 
ing thom at the shrine of Nemesis, becauso a national 
yictim 1+ required for he: propitiation That the mutiny 
was not anticipated by the foresight of Lord Canning, 
Bh Ualliday or Mi. Bondon is beeauso thoy aro men, 
not ondowed with omm-cienes, but subject to tho infimi- 
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tics of humanily. But the justice and wisdom of the 
measnics of tho xdministiation, of which thoy a1o mem- 
bers, havo callod forth the admiration and giatitude of 
the Pooplo Tho futuro historian of India will 16+ 
cord how, when the mutiny broke out, the Covornment 
displayed that vigour and promptitude which wero 
yo t.od by the ¢ nagerey—how spocdily it concentrated 
all tho available forco on the saliont pomts,—hovw it inter 
ceptod Lord Tlgin’s oxpodition destined for China,—how 
it mado cfloctive miangomonts for importing an im- 
menso number of Luropean troops from Ingland, and 
tiansmitling thom to tho upper Provineos with the least 
practicable delay—how, whon a laige portion of our non 
oficial European fellow-subjects demanded punishment 
without trial, punishmont without conviction, punishmont 
confounding tho innocent with tho guilty in its execu 
tion, Goverment, instead of adopting theh ent throat 
policy, wisoly, firmly and humanely dnoctod thav as all 
tho natives wero not tho enomios of British supromacy 
the well aflocted among them should bo protectod fiom 
tho insanc fury of tho blood monzeis how, when 
ow! slnioking Indigo Plantors and Barristers attempt. 
ed to clamour down ow: countrymea, tho Represon- 
tative of the Qaoon in India, and lus responsible 
counsellors, camo forward to assure them that thoir loy- 
ally wis unquestionable, and that thoix confidenco in 
thoiv administration was & source of strength to it. 

Is tho Goveynmont, I repeat, to bo victimized bocause 
a gront and wnexpocted calamity has occured? I firmly 
boliove that no human foresight could have anticipated 
it [tis liko the oulhioak of that fell disease, cholera, 
which polodically procipitatos into etermty thousands 
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of tho natives Tho extinction of the Diroetors, and 
tho taansfer of the Government > tho Crown, appears 
to bo tho popula prnreen, b 1, tho romedy will prolong 
tho disease Abolish tho Diroctors ant you porbpone 
indofimtely tho supprossion 0° tho mptiny 

/ Tbchove tho mutiny may be taced (> several proat. 
mate equsas soma of which havo boon in apaiution 
sinco tho commoncomont of tho British dominion, and 
mie inhotont in tho constitution of all military dospo- 
tisms howovor bonoficont, while othas aro sill wrapt 
up in mystay. Among tho foimer 13 tho systomitic 
exclusion of tho nativos fiom offteral omploymont of a 
suporio. charactor. Thu tho Tiitish 2vlo has proved 
incaleulably boneficial to our country docs not admit 
of amomont’s question. It his afforded us protection 
fiom oxtornal violonco and internal commotion, It has 
largely contributed to tho dovyelopmont of tho resources 
of our counuy and boon o ninontly advantageous to tho 
agricultural and mereantilo population. But i¢ has 
failod to foster tho giowth of an wppor class, which 
would have served as a counocting link bolwoon tho 
governmont and tho mass of tho pooplo Tho highor 
oidors of tho Natives havo, over sinco its commoncoment, 
boon shut out of all avonnes to ofhcial distinction, 4 ‘hoy 
may acquila, liko tho lato Babou Multy Lall Seal, colossal 
fortunes in commoreial and othor pursuits, or ob- 
tain diplomas and honors in Collogos and Univorsitios, 
bul they cannot be admittod into tho Civil Sorvico or 
tho Inghor grades in the Militmy Ser vico without under- 
taking a voyage to Lugland and complying with other 
equally and practically impossiblo conditions, ‘Tho 
highest situations to which they can aspiio, ao Deputy 
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Magistrateships and Suddor Amecnships The amy 
offers no prizo lor which it would bo youth thei whilo to 
strive, ‘ho 87th clause of tho Charter Act of 1838 de- 
clarod tho cli ibility of tho natives to all situations under 
Government, but 1b has romamed all but a dead letter 
Though all the distinguished statesmon of India have 
denouncod tho sol‘ish policy of denying them all shaio in 
the administration of thei: own country, aud havo bono 
thoit testimony to tho cfliciency of native agency, yet tho 
Government has not, till within a recent period, beon ablo 
40 cairy out, to any appreciable extont, their enlightenod 
views. “The main evil of our systom,” said Su Thomas 
Munio, “18 tho degiaded slato in which wo hold tho 
natives. We suppose thom to be sup rwstitious, ignorant, 
prone to falsehood and corrupt In om well-meaning zeal 
for thoir wolfaro, we shudder at the idea of committing to 
men so depraved any share in the administration of their 
country. Wo exclude thom fom cyery situation of tiust 
and emolumont. We confine them to the lowost offices 
with scarcoly o bao subsistonco, and oven theso mo 
loft in their hands from baro necessity, beeauso Eno- 
peans aro ullorly ineaprblo of filling them. Wo tioat 
thom ag an inforior 1aco of beings Men, who under 
a Nativo Govornmont, might havo hold tho first dig- 
nilios of tho state, who but for us, might have boen 
Govornors of provinces, avo 1ogardod as little bottor than 
monial se.vants, and aio often no, bottler paid and 
searedly parm: tod to sit in owr presoneo. Wo rednea 
them to this abject state, and then look upon them with 
disdain as mon unworthy of high station Under most 
of tho Mahomodau Princes of India, tho Hindoos wore 
cligiblo to all Civil situations of Government, and they 
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froyuciily possessad a mora importiia, sharo im them 
than thon econgroms” Again. Lowl Motealte was of 
opmon thal “Tho d Mion ty of proci ng offectil Lino. 
pean superintondoncs, whether origin ing in climate, 
diffeoronco o1 habits, languago and othor cive unstaneos, 
Mo SO numorotts and ovorvholming, that uw is worth 
while to consider whothon thoro is nota ftit prospect of tho 
duuy bemg dono by cthor means nob anly chaaper but 
moro eflce ually, Iu iy well known What an some distiiets 
almost tho wholo business has beon done by natives, 
though their Nuopoan employers hwo onjoyod tho credit, 
and it is absurd to supposod that tha former should bo 
loss ablo to do woll whon woking in their own respon~ 
sibility Tho doplorablo systom under which advantages 
mo reaped by ono, whilo tho lubour is poiformed by 
another, has boon too long tho bane of the country.” 
Tino, things aro nob now quito 4o bad as whon these 
Itboial soutimonts wo.o put on recoid, Tho Covorn- 
ment has, for sovoral yous, boon stoadily suiving to 
sti, tho ambition and stimulate tho oxoitions of tho 
educated natives by appomting thom to places of 
tinst and omolument But what has boon dono is nothing 
compared with what remains to bo dono doar Sir 
Charles Nyor who will bo accoptod as an authorty by 
even tho Roform Teaguors and tho Caleatia Potitionors 
“Wo must mix with tho poople, give ticm justieo, give 
thom richos, givo thom honois, givo thom share in all 
things until wo blond with thom, and becomo ono nation. 
Whon a half caste or a fall Nauvo can bo Govamnor 
Genoral, wo shall not hold India a9 a colony or conquest 
but be part inhabitants and as numerous as will bo to 
quired to hold ib as our ovn’ Uf thay wise and goncrous 
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policy had been pwisued by all the fo. mer administrations, 
we should have secon all tho suplus enorgy of India, 
which is now ariayed agamst the Govornmont, enhsted 
in its behalf. 

Iam fully awaio of tho other proximate causes 
of tho mutinies, such as the paucity of oxporenced 
Tiopean .ofhcois—their hauteur, and isolation fiom 
the native officas which ccated a gulf of scverance 
between tho two classes, and prevented thom fiom 
entaing into the feelings of ench othe: but I find 
it is impossible to dwell upon thoso causes within the 
limits I havo prose:bed to myself. 

Tho English Press has attempted, but in vain, to ac 
count for the mutiny One paper has stated that it is 
tho result of tho joint and combined efforts of the Kings 
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of Dolhi and Oudo Another has gravely opined that it 


1s tho effort of 2 gigantic conspinacy of the Indus and 
Mahomedans to oyorthiow the British Government 1, 
for ono, do not bolieve there was any alliance between tho 
octogenarian and puppet Gmporor of Dellii and the effete 
and imboele Naboh of Tucknow. Thoy might have singly 
concerted thothing, but they mc morally incapable of union 
and co-opeaation. They could not haye pul theia heads 
togother and sot to work for tampeiit g with the Sepoys, 
simply becauso they are not Joug-headed men Neither 
do I boliove that the junction of the two antagonistic 
inces of Ifindoos and Mahomedans was effected, and 
as supposed, embodied in 9 tonty offensive and defon 
sive IL tho Mahomedans had any sectots, tho great body 
of tho Uindu soldiers could not be trusted with them, 
because a change of rulors would havo beon, to the Jatter, 
a loss and not a gain, a cuse and not a blessing It 
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may bo that the prospect of such a chango might, and 
did pahaps to a considerable estont, moyo the Mus- 
sulman sopoys. ‘hey Taye noyer been roconcled 
to tho British Rulo but look upon it as usmping 
tho placo of their own, Rub Mossers, Panday and 
Dobey have cnough of what “Lerch” enlls the siath senso 
to understand that tho 1¢-ostablishmont of Mahomodan 
tytanny would bo a mockory, 1 do not boliove Vint 
thero was any organised conspnaey ombiacing the whole 
amy. I do not boliove that ovary corps hal its secret 
pohtical club and comnuttee of con espondenge, not only 
Docause it 18 composed of mombos of iaces which 
aro essentitly antagonistic, but, because it is a fret 
that tho contagion of mutiny was caught by soveral 
azegimonts which had novor dreamt of royolting, 

Another theory which has heen sot. up by the News- 
papers fox tho solution of this problom, is the progicss 
of natiyo elucation But ingtead of necounting for the 
sopoy mutiny, 16 accounts, in my opinion, for the marked 
distinction which oxisis bolwoon tho conduct of tho 
rebellious Bongal Army, and of tho loyal Bengal popula- 
tion That tho pooplo of Ber gal aro as loyal as tho peoplo 
of Yorkshiio, 1s chiof y oniig lo thoir advancomont in 
oducation. Thoy aro far Loo intelhgont and onlightonod 
to bo oither ignorant of the resources of Lngland or 
incapable of appreciating tho blossings of hor rule Uf 
education had oxtonded to tho army, it would not have 
rovolted against tho most libornl of masts If, for 
inslauco, tho uavive Commissioned Oficors hid been por« 
sons of cultivatcd intellgoneo, thoy would not havo 
choushed tho huge delusion that it was tho dolibaate 
intention of government to ovartliow tho Tlmdoo and 
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Mahomodan religions, and to foreo down Christianity 
jito thei throats But L beliove thoi: ignorance, as 
regiment ofticors, as commanders of men, and as the 
yoditim of commumention between tho bulk of tho amy 
and the Tmopean officers, have laid them open to that 
dolusia. and is another proximate cause of tho sepoy 
muni ye 

ANothing can bo moro prepostorous than to assign the 
progicss of nativo education as tlo cause of tho in- 
surection. Jb is the ignoance and superstition of tho 
sopoys, and nob the oducation of the native gentry, that 
has caused it Knowlodge is not only Powor. It is ca- + 
sontially and emphatically Safoty Tho moyal and in 
tollectual onlightonmont of the pesplo of this country, 
cannob bo offected without additicnal scemity being 
thoichy given agaist delusions, such as those which 
luavo now sl aken the ompue to its foundations It has 
hoon so ordained by the Almighty and Bonoficont Authox 
af our hoing, thattho devolopment of the mental faculties, 
nith which IIo has ondowod us, :annot bo continued 
withou disposing those pojudiecee and crams which 
monaco the peace of socioty as woll asof individuals It +’ 
is not therofore tho shutting up of che Presidency and 
other Colloges, but tho multipliertion of such educational 
indibutions, and the emrying out tho noble oducational 
Dispa ch of tho Comé of Duectors fully and fairly that 
will prevent 2 roemreneo of tho gigantic calamity which 
wo are now ¢oplormg. Tducato tho poople, and tho: 
Hoobrdar, Major wud Lvwildar will be as dovotedly attached 
to the Biitshiuleas the Zomindar and Mahajun, Educato 
ho poople, and you will find the Ryot of overy village, 
irskerd of fiatoinising like lus brother of Oudo with 
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tho rvbols, will hunt thom down in overy comer Tduente 
the, co) lo, and England, instead of losing Ind a, wall, 
to bouow (with somo slijht alterations) the wads of 
my eloquent and respee ol ‘iond Di Dui, be rianied 
to her in tho ecyen int of a political, social, intolleetu alana 
sprit relationship, and tho waters of the Tames will, 
ao “Eb wore In ur cosucy of g'adnoss av 90 auspicions a 
union, hiss thoso of the Ganges and cause tho forosty of 
aneiont Albion in tho oxtibuauco of sympathetic dolight, 
to chp their Tands ove: Uho spiey gioves and palniy 
pluns of Tndia. 


NINIS 


UATOUTIA LUNI sD DY WRozsurd AND (0 


